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THE GREATES T CHAN GE IN  
THE LAST  FOR TY YEARS   

IN TH E UK 
 
 

‘Abov e all, the rich feel much less 
need t han the ir predecessors to 

account  for their wealth,  whether 
to s ociety,  to governments or  to 
God.  Their attitud es and  values 
are not  seriously c hallenged by 
anyon e. The respect now  shown 

for wealth  and  money -making has
been t he most  fund amenta l 
chan ge in  Britain  ove r four 

decades.’ 
 

Anthony Sampson,  
Who  Runs this Pl ace ?, 2004 





All UK Taxes
as a percentage of gross income

2007-2008
Income & NI 
contribution

Council Tax Indirect All Taxes

All 18.2 2.8 13.9 35.0

ONS 2009 – adjusted for household size;
After council benefits;
Tax credits divided between tax & benefits
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Top Fifth 23.1 1.8 10.0 34.9
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All UK Taxes
as a percentage of gross income

2007-2008
Income & NI 
contribution

Council Tax Indirect All Taxes

All 18.2 2.8 13.9 35.0
Top Fifth 23.1 1.8 10.0 34.9
Bottom Fifth 4.7 6.1 27.9 38.7

ONS 2009 – adjusted for household size;
After council benefits;
Tax credits divided between tax & benefits
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